(Mat 13:18 KJV)  Hear ye therefore the parable[1] of the sower.





Mat 13:18:  vv. 18 - 23 


1 "PARABLE":  3850. parabole, par-ab-ol-ay'; from G3846; a similitude ("parable"), i.e. (symbol.) fictitious narrative (of common life conveying a moral), apothegm or adage:--comparison, figure, parable, proverb.








(Mat 13:24 KJV)  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven[1] is likened unto a man which sowed good seed[2] in his field:





Mat 13:24:  This parable (vv. 24 - 30) is also interpreted by our Lord (vv. 36 - 43). Here the "good seed" is not the "word," as in the first parable (vv. 19,23), but rather that which the Word has produced (1 Pet 1:23) i.e. the children of the kingdom. These are providentially "sown" (v. 37), i.e. scattered here and there in the "field" of the "world" (v. 38). The "world" here is both geographic and ethnic - the earth-world, and also the world of men. The wheat of God at once becomes the scene of Satan's activity. Where children of the kingdom are gathered, there, "among the wheat" (vv. 25,38,39), Satan sows "children of the wicked one," who profess to be children of the kingdom and, in outward ways, are so like the true children that only the angels may, in the end, be trusted to separate them (vv. 40 - 43). So great is Satan's power of deception that the weeds often really suppose themselves to be children of the kingdom (7:21 -23). Many other parables and exhortations have this mingled condition in view (e.g. 22:11 - 14; 25:1 -13,14 - 30; Luke 18:10 - 14; Heb 6:4 - 9). Indeed, it characterizes Matthew from ch. 13 to the end. The parable of the wheat and the weeds is not a description of the world, but of that which professes to be the kingdom. Not all unbelievers are called children of the devil; only those who have willfully rejected the light are so designated (cp. v. 38; John 8:38 - 44).


1 "HEAVEN":  See Mat 3:2, note


2 "SEED":  Cp. 2 Tim 3:15 - 17; 1 Pet 1:23; 1 John 3:9 





(Mat 13:25 KJV)  But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares[1] among the wheat, and went his way.





1 "TARES":  Cp. Acts 20:29 - 30; Jude 8 - 13, 16 - 19 





(Mat 13:26 KJV)  But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.





(Mat 13:27 KJV)  So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?





(Mat 13:28 KJV)  He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?





(Mat 13:29 KJV)  But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat[1] with them.





1 "WHEAT":  Cp. Mat 3:12 





(Mat 13:30 KJV)  Let both[1] grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.





Mat 13:30:  This will have its fulfillment at the end of the age (v. 40), when Christ returns to reign. The wicked will be destroyed. The Church, translated before the tribulation, will be gathered into the millennial kingdom, together with those living believers who have survived the tribulation period (v. 43; 24:13; 25:31,34) and the resurrected righteous men and women of all the previous ages.


1 "BOTH":  Cp. Phil 3:18 - 19; 2 Th 3:6; 2 Tim 2:19 





(Mat 13:31 KJV)  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven[1] is like to a grain of mustard seed[2], which a man took, and sowed in his field:





Mat 13:31:  The parable of the mustard seed suggests the rapid but unsubstantial growth of the mystery aspect of the kingdom (see 13:3, note) from a small beginning (Acts 1:15; 2:41; 1 Cor 1:26) to a great place on the earth.


1 "HEAVEN":  See Mat 3:2, note


2 "SEED":  Luke 13:18 -19 





(Mat 13:32 KJV)  Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree[1], so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.





1 "TREE":  Ezek 17:22 - 24; 31:3 - 9; cp. Dan 4:20 -22 





(Mat 13:33 KJV)  Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven[1] is like unto leaven[2], which a woman took, and hid in three measures[3] of meal, till the whole[4] was leavened.





Mat 13:33:  It was common practice to retain a lump of leavened or fermented dough from a former baking and use it to leaven new dough. Under the Mosaic law, however, yeast was forbidden in bread used in the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Passover (Exo 12:8,15 - 20; Lev 23:6 - 8), and similar exclusion of yeast applied to offerings placed on the altar (Exo 23:18; 34:25; Lev 2:11; 6:17). The only exceptions were the use of yeast in the two wave loaves offered as firstfruits (Lev 23:17) and some of the cakes of bread offered with the fellowship offerings (Lev 7:13, note).


Yeast, which brings about fermentation, is uniformly regarded in Scripture as typifying the presence of impurity or evil (Exo 12:15,19; 13:7; Lev 2:11; Deu 16:4; Mat 16:6,12; Mark 8:15; Luke 12:1; 1 Cor 5:6 - 9; Gal 5:9). The two wave loaves, representing Israel and the Gentiles as forming the Church, contained yeast in recognition of imperfections in the believers (see Lev 23:17, note). The use of yeast in the flour seems intended likewise to represent evil within the kingdom of heaven. The teaching that yeast in this parable represents the beneficent influence of the Gospel pervading the world has no Scriptural justification. Nowhere in Scripture does yeast represent good; the idea of a converted world at the end of the age is contradicted by the presence of weeds among the wheat and bad fish among the good in the kingdom itself. Although Biblical truth has a beneficial moral influence on the world, the mingling of yeast is not the method of divine salvation or enlargement of the kingdom. Weeds never become wheat. The parable is, therefore, a warning that true doctrine, represented by the flour, would be corrupted by false doctrine (cp. 1 Tim 4:1 - 3; 2 Tim 2:17 - 18; 4:3 - 4; 2 Pet 2:1 - 3).


Summary: (1) Yeast, as a symbolic or typical substance, is always mentioned in the O.T. in an evil sense (Gen 19:3, note). (2) The use of the word in the N.T. explains its symbolic meaning. It is "malice and wickedness" as contrasted with "sincerity and truth" (1 Cor 5:6 - 8). It is evil doctrine (Mat 16:12) in its threefold form of Pharisaism, Sadduceeism, and Herodianism (Mat 16:6; Mark 8:15). The yeast of the Pharisees was externalism in religion (Mat 23:14 - 16,23 - 28); of the Sadducees, skepticism as to the supernatural and as to the Scriptures (Mat 22:23,29); of the Herodians, worldliness - a Herod party among the Jews (Mat 22:16 - 21; Mark 3:6). And (3) the use of the word in Mat 13:33 is congruous with its meaning elsewhere in the Scriptures, as denoted in the paragraphs above.


1 "HEAVEN":  See Mat 3:2, note


2 "LEAVEN":  <Leaven:> v. 33; Mat 16:6. (Gen 19:3; Mat 13:33, note)


3 "MEASURES":  See Measures and Weights (N.T.), Acts 27:28, note


4 "WHOLE":  1 Cor 5:6; Gal 5:9 





(Mat 13:34 KJV)  All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them:





(Mat 13:35 KJV)  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world[1].





Mat 13:35:  <Inspiration:> v. 35; Mat 15:7. (Exo 4:15; 2 Tim 3:16); Ps 78:2 


1 "WORLD":  Gk. <kosmos.> See Mat 4:8, note











(Psa 78:2 KJV)  I will open my mouth in a parable[1]: I will utter dark[2] sayings of old:





1 "PARABLE":  Mat 13:34 - 35 


2 "DARK":  2420. chiydah, khee-daw'; from H2330; a puzzle; hence a trick, conundrum, sententious maxim:--dark saying (sentence, speech), hard question, proverb, riddle.








(Isa 28:9 KJV)  Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.





(Isa 28:10 KJV)  For precept[1] must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:





1 "PRECEPT":  v. 13; cp. 2 Chr 36:15; Jer 25:3 - 4; 35:15; 44:4 





(Isa 28:11 KJV)  For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.





(Isa 28:12 KJV)  To whom he said, This is the rest[1] wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.





1 "REST":  Isa 30:15 





(Isa 28:13 KJV)  But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.
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